Eng 100, section 3
March 14, 2004

Units 2-3

Blog journal assignment
Because I enjoy reading your journals SO MUCH… I’d like to give you the chance to open them up to the rest of the class. This assignment is OPTIONAL. But, there’s some incentive to switch to publishing your journal this way, so read on!

Blogging
A “blog” is the shortened form of “weblog”: in essence, a journal kept online and updated regularly to reflect a person’s thoughts and doings. For some examples of established blogs, check these out:
· Andrew Sullivan - http://www.andrewsullivan.com/ (right-leaning politics)

· Dave Barry - http://weblog.herald.com/column/davebarry/ (humor)

· Deuce - http://members.cox.net/aaronjohn/ (left-leaning politics)

· Mimi Smartypants - http://smartypants.diaryland.com/ (life, motherhood, penguins)

Starting this week, I invite you to post your journals online at the free blog site of your choice.  Why would you want to expose yourself to public humiliation?  Oh, let me count the reasons!

1. Posting online helps you hone your voice for a public: your professional writing won’t be geared towards an audience of one, so why should you practice writing for just me?

2. In writing publicly you’ll have conversations with your classmates and thus be able to practice argumentation on a responsive audience.  No more writing counterarguments to your own claims like a madman arguing with himself!

3. Indeed, the quickest way to become a smarter person is to observe your colleagues’ thinking processes and take mental notes about your own.

4. The grading advantage…From this week on, if you post your journal online in your blog, you have a chance to rack up extra points. IF your entry is intriguing enough to attract a response by two of your colleagues, OR you respond to a response by one of your colleagues, you’ll get an extra point. There’s no limit on this extrapointdom, so if you get everyone in class up-in-arms about something, you’ll be laughing all the way to the A-zone. 
How do you start?  Easy!

1. Go to the free blog provider of your choice.  No preference?  Try Blogger.com.

2. Click on the big orange Create Your Blog Now arrow.  It’s easy to get set up. Think of a name for your blog, set up your profile and make it fun if you want to.
3. Email me your blog’s address. 

4. Start posting!

5. I will link to your site from the class blog (http://thoughtmeat.blogspot.com/).  Check back frequently to find links to your peers’ blogs.

6. I will check your blog at least once a week and email you your grades.

Specifics:

1. If you’re interested in joining the classroom community online, set up your blog and profile by Weds, March 16. Post one of your best, most thought-provoking journals to your blog by this Weds. 
2. Make your first response to a post by Fri, Mar 18. When you make a response, post your entry on your peers’ blog. You can include a link to your own blog for advertisement on this post if you like, or on your own site, you can make a post saying who you have responded to for the week. 
3. Original entries will be due each Wednesday and responses are due each Friday. (Note about duetimes: I’ll probably check the blogs each weekend, but to be safe, have your post done by classtime on those days.)
Some guidelines:

· Grading standards don’t change just because you’re online: I expect every journal, blogged or otherwise, to contain an argument at its heart.  Analysis and insight, creativity and experimentation: they’re all just as important on blogs as anywhere else.  
· Cite those whom you quote and with whom you converse.  Through the magic of hyperlinks, you can connect directly to any of your peers’ blogs, etc.

· Think about your audience.  You’re still writing for me, and also for your fellow students.  But bear in mind that eventually the larger public might begin Googling its way to your blog.

A note about stayin’ old-school:

If you choose not to begin publishing your journal online, I would like to continue receiving journals from you in hard-copy form, just as you’ve been used to doing, with a few modifications:

-With each journal entry, I’d like you to present an argument and your position on it, then a counterargument to the position you present. To cover both the argument and the counterargument, journal entries will probably need to be at least 1 ½ pages. 
-If you miss the IPO of blogging, but would like to join up later, you can do so any week until the end of the semester. Just follow the directions above, and make sure you let me know you’re switching formats. 
